Do you know of a specific example? Yes, this happened with studies on regeneration. In the late 1970s and early 1980s research on regeneration was very active and was studied in many organisms, including Drosophila. But most, if not all of these studies were rather descriptive. For example, a piece of limb was removed and the reoccurrence of the missing part was described. On the basis of the final product of regeneration, models were developed. To attend regeneration meetings in the 1980s was rather painful because colleagues argued about almost everything. Strong disagreements were expressed about the data and their interpretation. It was argued whether a model is really a model or a description of the data, and if it was just a description then it could not be tested. The unfriendly tone at those meetings was even reported in the public press. In 1980 I was on sabbatical leave in England. It was at the time when compartments in Drosophila were studied and the entire cell lineage in C. elegans was worked out. My work on regeneration was criticized because it was argued that nothing could be learned about normal development. Granting agencies also curtailed or stopped supporting studies on regeneration and many scientists left the field.
What is the connection between the vomeronasal system and pheromones? Although the vomeronasal system is often portrayed as being specialized for detection of pheromones, this idea is contradicted by a substantial amount of data. While it is true that some pheromones are detected via the vomeronasal system, the system also responds to some chemicals that are not pheromones, and some pheromone effects are mediated by the olfactory system. For example, female mice reach puberty faster when exposed to male odours and will abort developing foetuses if exposed to cues from an unfamiliar male, and both of these effects are dependent on vomeronasal input. On the other hand, oestrous female pigs will adopt a mating posture when exposed to male pheromones, a pheromone response dependent solely on olfactory input. Similarly, rabbit pups, which nurse in very quick bouts during brief maternal visits to the nest, find nipples using an olfactorymediated pheromone.
Furthermore, the vomeronasal system is involved in finding food in salamanders, snakes and opossums, so obviously the vomeronasal system responds to more than just pheromones. 
So then what does the vomeronasal system do?

